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THE BLUE CASTLE
CHAPTER|

& The Blue Castle

If it had ot rained on a certain May morning Valancy Stirling’s whole life
would have been entirely different. She would have gone, with the rest of
her clan, to Aunt Wellington's engagement picnic and Dr. Trent would have
gone to Montreal. But it did rain and you shall hear what happened to her
because of it.

Valancy wakened early, in the lfeless, hopeless hour just preceding dawn.
She had not slept very well. One does not sleep well, sometimes, when one
i twenty-nine on the morrow, and unmarried, in a community and connec-
tion where the unmarried are simply those who have failed to get a man.

Deerwood and the Stirlings had long since relegated Valancy to hopeless
old maidenhood. But Valancy herself had never quite relinquished a certain
pitful, shamed, lttle hope that Romance would come her way yet—never,
untilthis wet, horrible morning, when she wakened to the fact that she was
twenty-nine and unsought by any man.

Ay, therelay th sting. Valancy did not mind so much being an old maid. Af-
sar all_cha thaufoht b d sald couldn’t nossiby ha a draadful
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